
POETRY ASSESSMENT 

PART ONE:  Rhyming Quatrain  

A Quatrain is a type of stanza, or a complete poem, consisting of four lines.  

Your assignment is to write 2 rhyming quatrains on a certain theme. Below you will find some examples. 

 

Requirements: 

• 2 Rhyming Quatrains.  You may use the rhyme schemes ABAB, AABB, AABA, ABBA, ABAB or ABCB for the FIRST QUATRAIN.  

You may continue with that rhyme scheme OR you can choose to use CDCD, CCDD, CCDC, CDCD, CDDC or CDED for your 

SECOND QUATRAIN. (See William Butler Yeats poem, When You are Old as an example.) 

• An appropriate title  

• At least 1 example of figurative language in each quatrain 

• Explanation of the theme of your poem 

• Submit one “clean” copy and one “analyzed” copy that identifies rhyme scheme, highlights and properly identifies figurative 

language, and describes the theme in 1-2 complete sentences. 

 
 
AABA Example:  from Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening (By Robert Frost) 

He gives his harness bells a shake  A 

To ask if there’s some mistake.  A 

The only other sound’s the sweep  B 

Of easy wind and downy flake.  A 

AABB Example:  The Lizard (by John Gardner) 

The lizard is a timid thing  A 

That cannot dance or fly or sing;  A 

He hunts for bugs beneath the floor  B 

And longs to be a dinosaur.  B 

ABCB Example:  from Dreams (By Langston Hughes) 

Hold fast to your dreams  A 

For if dreams die  B 

Life is a broken-winged bird  C 

That cannot fly.  B 

 

 



Requirements: 

• Write a poem that captures “who” you are. 

• You must include at least 1 example of each of the following:  alliteration, simile, metaphor, assonance 

• Include at least 3 sensory details:  touch, taste, sound, sight, smell 

• Submit one “clean” copy and one “analyzed” copy that highlights and properly identifies figurative language, and 

sensory details. 

 

Requirements: 

• Select 1 of the following poems:  We Real Cool(Gwendolyn Brooks),  Fire and Ice (Robert Frost), My Shadow (Robert 

Louis Stevenson), Kindness (Naomi Shihab Nye), or Fast Break (Edward Hirsch). 

• Print out a copy of the poem. 

• Complete and submit the 7 Step Poetry Analysis Worksheet AND submit a hardcopy of your poem with the detailed 

analysis included.  

 

Example for Submission:  PART ONE 

William Butler Yeats was the most famous Irish poet of all time, and his poems of unrequited love for the beautiful and dangerous 

revolutionary Maud Gonne helped make her almost as famous as he was in Ireland. In the poem below is Yeats imagines the love of 

his life in her later years, tending a waning fire.  

When You Are Old 

by William Butler Yeats 

 

When you are old and grey and full of sleep,        A 

And nodding by the fire, take down this book,      B  book is a metaphor for her memories 

And slowly read, and dream of the soft look          B  soft look is a metaphor for youth 

Your eyes had once, and of their shadows deep;  A 

 

How many loved your moments of glad grace,       C  glad grace is an example of alliteration 

And loved your beauty with love false or true,        D 

But one man loved the pilgrim soul in you,              D  pilgrim soul is a metaphor for her independent spirit 

And loved the sorrows of your changing face;         C 

 

And bending down beside the glowing bars,           E  glowing bars is a metaphor for fireplace 

Murmur, a little sadly, how Love fled                        F  love fled, paced, hid face are all examples of personification 

And paced upon the mountains overhead               F  Love is capitalized.  Indicates importance. 

And hid his face amid a crowd of stars.                    E 

THEME:  When you are old you will regret rejecting the one who truly loved you. 

 

PART TWO:  I Am Poem 

Use the worksheet to complete a rough draft of your poem. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PART THREE:  Poetry Analysis 

 

 

 

 

 



 


